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PHOENIX CANALS 

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN COMPETITION 
 
PURPOSE 
 
 The American Institute of Architects Phoenix Metro Chapter, in conjunction with 

Arizona State University's Canalscape Symposium 2009, and to help foster the 
development of an “Authentic Desert Urbanism for Metro Phoenix,” is sponsoring 
a Professional Design Competition for projects adjacent the city's canal banks. 

 
ELIGIBILITY 
 
 All entries shall be submitted by multi-disciplinary teams that include a licensed 

architect, and a minimum of two (2) other members.  Teams are strongly 
encouraged to also include landscape architects, artists, developers, engineers, 
and planners. 

 
PROGRAM 
 
 Teams are encouraged to identify a site(s) where a canal intersects a street and 

focus their ideas and proposals on creating a vital mixed-use urban hub.  
Adhering to Canalscape design guidelines, proposed buildings should be 
oriented to the canals as well as the streets, and ground floor uses should be 
public.  It is strongly recommended that teams gather input from local 
communities and canal users, consider both sides of the canal (so that canal is 
the centerpiece), integrate public art, and demonstrate best sustainability 
practices.   

 
 Teams should focus design proposals on the private property adjacent to canal 

banks and be mindful to protect the canal and the right-of-ways for current public 
and SRP usage.  In addition to site-specific urban design recommendations, 
entries may also explore project implementation strategies, such as parameters 
for potential canal overlay districts, municipal shared parking, or others. 

 
COMPETITION APPLICATIONS 
 
 All teams shall fill out the attached competition application and submit it with their 

$50 entry fee no later Friday, March 20, 2009. 



 

 

 
ENTRIES 
 
 The presentation materials submitted for judging shall include the following 

drawings plus a Written Concept Statement (250 word maximum).  All 
presentation materials shall be displayed upon one (1) 24” x 36” board and 
contain the following minimum requirements: 

 
 Site Plan / Grade Level Floor Plan  To Scale 
 (Show exterior spaces and overall site) 
   
 Site / Building(s) Section   To Scale 
 (To include cut through canal) 
  
 Additional Floor Plans, as required  To Scale 
  
 Exterior Elevations / Perspectives  Not to Scale 
 
 Written Concept Statement: Each team shall be required to submit a Written 

Concept Statement.  This statement will explain the thoughts behind the ideas 
and design concept of the proposal.  The Written Concept Statement must be 
part of your overall visual presentation so as to be visible to the judges.  Limit the 
length to 250 words, and please remember to leave any references to your team 
names off of the statement. 

 
 All entries shall include a 3" x 5" card with the team members’ full names and 

contact information.  Entrant names should not appear anywhere else on any of 
the entry materials.  The information card shall be placed in an opaque, sealed 
envelope securely attached to the entry so that the entrants’ names are not 
known to the judges until after judging is completed. 

 
 All entry materials shall also be submitted in electronic form as well, on either a 

jump drive or CD. 
 
SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES 
 
            All entries are due to the AIA Arizona Offices at 30 N. 3rd Avenue, Suite 200, 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 by July 31, 2009.  All entries may be picked up from the AIA 
Arizona Offices following the September awards presentation. 

 
OWNERSHIP OF ENTRIES 
 
 AIA Phoenix Metro shall have the right to publicize, display, or authorize the 

reproduction of any and all submissions, giving proper credit to the designers in 
each case.  

   
 
 
 



 

 

JUDGING 
 
 A jury of approximately three members of the local design and development 

community will judge the competition and select the winners.  All entries will be 
judged anonymously. 

 
 Each entry will be evaluated with reference to the following criteria  
 (in no particular order): 
 

• Environmental Sustainability 
• Demonstrated Community Engagement 
• Appropriateness Site Treatment 
• Design Concept Development and Implementation 
• Creativity and Innovation  
• Presentation Quality 

 
   All decisions of the jury will be final.  The tentative date for judging is Saturday, 

August 15, 2009. 
 
AWARDS 
 
 The award presentation will be made at the AIA Arizona Annual Awards gala in 

September. 
 
 The following awards will be made: 
  First Place   $1,000 
  Second Place   $   500 
  Third Place   $   250 
  Honorable Mention(s) 
 
 In addition, all award-winning entries will be put on display in an exhibition at the 

Arizona Historical Museum in the fall.  A selection of entry materials will be 
featured at September’s First Friday event and on display in the AIA Arizona 
gallery during September. 

  
COMPETITION CONTACTS 
 

Any questions should be directed to the competition coordinator or the competition 
liaison. 
 
Competition Coordinator    Competition Liaison 
Patrick Panetta, AIA     Mark Kranz, AIA 
President-Elect, AIA Phoenix Metro   AIA Phoenix Metro 
patrick.panetta@asu.edu    mark.kranz@smithgroup.com  
  
Competition Consultant 
Nan Ellin, Ph.D. 
Director, Urban & Metropolitan Studies Program 
ASU School of Public Affairs 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




